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| Case Nos. HOG-12-625 \an 05 yoih

| JOE M, LAUE, ESC.

— .-L.’D"“-"-
HORTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

STATE BAR OF WEVADA,
Compfainant,

FINDUNGS OF FACT,
COMNCLUSIONS OF LAW, AMD
RECOMMENDATION

wE,

Hespondent.

L -

This mafttar cama bofore a designated Fommal Heasing Panel of the Northem
MNevada Oisviplinaty Board on February 21, 2007, al %00 am. The presiding Panel
consisted of Chair Michael Pintar, Esq., John B. Mulligan, Esn., Johbn P, Schlegefmitcls.
E=q., Linda M. Daykin, Esq., and Laymember Lin B Phillips. The State Bar of Mavadsa
“State Bary was reprasented by Acting Bar Counsel Dawvid A Clark. Jee M. Lauh
{"Raspondent’; was present and represented by Jeffeey Diekersor, Ean.

Exhibita 1 through 7 were submitt;ad into evidance, without objection. Lesliv

Carlzn testified on behalf of the State Bar. Respondent testitied on his own hehalf and

(produced the followlng withesses:  Lawrence \Winking, Est., Legnarnd Jaffe and Bette

Jaffe. Al withesses wate sworn, (estified on direct and etoss examination and were

Bazed upon the pleadings fird, te testimony presenied at the hearng, the

docurnents admitted inta evidence and the legal arguments prasented, the Panel submits

tha following Findinos of Fact, Dectslon and Recammendatian.
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FIMDINGS OF FACT.

1. Thig Pznet was desfgnated by the Nanhern Nevada Disciplinary Board
Chair and has jurisdiction ovet this matker,

2. Fespondant is now and at all times pertinent herein was, a licensed
attomey in the Stale of MNevads, having his prncipal place of bustness for the prachice of
i Washoe County, Neyada.

3. Leslia Carfan was involved \n a mutor vehlcle accident en or about January
g, 2008, Sha decidad to cansull wilh Respondents law fim in Carsen City regarding her
injuries and possible represantaticn.

4, Ms_ Carlen met with Leonard Jatfe, a nonlawyer employee of Respondent,

=3 Af the meating with Mr. Jaffe, Ms, Carlen decided to retain Respondent's

firrm arnd Mr. daffe gave her a Contingent Faes Agresmant,

. Ms. Caren sigred and dated the agreement.
_ 7. Mz, Caren never met hr communicated with Respondent or a Nevada-
llcensed attormey during the process that Respondent's firm established the attorney-
client relationship with Ms_ Garlen.

4 Respondent sliowed an attomey-client relationship to be formed between
the claimant and a nonlawyar from his office, Mr. Jaffe.

8, Respondent Impropery delegaied the task of advising counsel fo

| ronlawyers.

1
10,  Respondent faiked 1o review the fike andior failad 10 fake reasonable eforts

to adequatzly supervise Mr. Jaffa and indirectly allowed him to engage in conduct that

constilited the unacthorzed practice of law.

1)
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW.

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Panal heraby unanimeusly izsues
the folowing Conclugions of Law:

i, Az 1o Count 1 of the Complaint. the Panel finds by clear and convincing
evidence that Respondent assisted Mr Jafe in the unmauthorized practice of law in
viskadon of SCR 187 (Responsthilities regarding nonlawyer assistants) and SCR THO
(Unauthorized Practica of Law).

2 Respandent's past conduct and discipline is an aggravating factor in
consideration of the disciplinary sanction to be imposed.

QECISION AND RECOCMMENDATION.

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Panel. by
a vote of four (4) to one {1), conaudes and respectfslly recommends to the Supreme
Court of the State of Mevada the followlno:

1. That Respondent ba suspended from the practice of law for 8 perod of [8)

msnths and ama (1) day;

2. That pursuant to SCR 120, Respondent be ordeved to pay all costs of these
proceedings within thiry (30] days of hiz receipt of the State Bar's Bill of Costs
in this mattar,

3. That Mr, Jaffe shoukd he reportsd to the State Bars of Nevada and Florida and
investigated for the unautharized practice of law without a Teense.

#1.

DATEL this 5? day of March 2007

MICHAEL PINTAR, ESQ., Chair

MNorhem Mevada Disciplinary Board
Panel

e
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Respactfully submitted:

STAYE BAR OF NEVADA

.5 By:

OAVID A, CLARK, Acting Bar Counaet
Mevada Bar Number 4443

9456 Dauble R. Bivd,, Suife B

RBeno, MY 39521

775y 3284100
|| Attorney for State Bat of Nevada

i| APPROVED AS TQ FORM:

By
JEFFREY DtCKERSON, EZQ.
Nevada Bar Mumber 2590
4655 Gateway Driva, Ste. B
Rano, WY B35

(775) 786-6064

Atormey for Respondent

Se=rs

Ty
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY MAIL

|, Elizabeth Borrowman, certify that | am a citizen of the Uniked States. gver 21
wyears of age, a resident of Lyon County, and not a party to the within action That [ am
an employee of the State Bar of Nevada and my husiness address is 9456 Couble R
Boulevard. Suite B, Reno, Mevada 232541,

That the endersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the altached

FINDINGS OF FAGCT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND RECOMMENDATION was

| placed in a sealed envelope and deposited in the 1.5. mail in Reno, Nevada, postage

fully prepaid thereon for first clase reqular mail and certified mal, addressed to Joe

Laub, Esq., ofo Jeffrey Dickerson, Esq. at 9655 Gateway Drive, Suite B, Reno, NV

| 88321,

DATED this &1 day of March, 2007,

WI EMAMW«"‘—"’ L
Elizabeth Borrowman, an employes
of the State Bar of Nevada




	

